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EXCHANGE OF NOTES BETWEEN THE UNITED
KINGDOM AND RUSSIA:WITH REGARD TO
THEIR RESPECTIVE RAILWAY INTERESTS
1IN CHINA.

No.1.
Sir C. Scott to Count Mowravieff.

Trne Undersigned, British Ambassador, duly authorized to that
eftect, has the honour to make the following declaration to his
Excellency Count  Mouravief, Russian  Minister for Foreign

\ Aftairs :—

Great Britain and Hmsm, animated hy a sincere desire to
avoid in China sll cause of conflict on questions where their
interests meet, and taking into consideration the economic amd
geographical gravitation of certain parts of that Kmpire, Lhave
agreed ag follows — :

. 1. Great Britain engages not to seek for her own account, or on
behalf of British subjects or of others, any railway Concessions to

o e i

the north of the Great Wall of China, and not to ohfstrucf,_directlw,' L

or_indirectly, applications for 1a1hm§ Concessidns in that regiou
s,uppm ted b\ the Russian Government. ;
Russia, on her part, engages nobt to qeel\ for her own

avcnunt or on behalf of Russian subJects, or of others, any railway

Concessions in the hasin of the Yang-tsze, and nob to olstruet,
divectly or indirectly, applicutions for railway Concessions in that
region “supporbed by the British Government,

The two Contr actmﬂ’ Parties, having nowise in view to infringe
in any way the caovmelrrn rights of China or existing Treaties, will
not fail to commumcate to the Chinese Government the present:
arrangement, which, by averting all cause of complications letween
thew, is of a nature to consolidate peace in the Far Kast, and to
serve the pnmordlal interests of China herself.

- (Signed) - CHARLES 8. SCOTT.

St Pe tersbwgk April 28, 1899,
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Nao. 2.
Cownt Mourevieff to Sir . Scott.

Le Soussigné, Ministre des Affaives Etrangdres de Russie,
diunent autorisd A cet effet, a honneur de faire & son Iixcellence
Sir Charles Scott, Ambassadeur Britannique, la déelaration sui-
vaiite :—

La Russie et la Grande-Bretagne, animées du sincére désir
d’éviter en Chine toute cause de conflits dans les questions o
leurs intéréts se rencontrent et prenant ¢n considération ln gravita-
tion économique et glographique de certaines parties de cet
Empire, sont conveunnes de ce qui suif:—

1. La Russie s'engage & ne pas réclamer pour son compte et en
faveur de sujets Russes ou nutres des Concessivng guelconques de
chemins de fer dans l¢ bassin du Yang-tzé et & ne pas contrecarrer
directement ou indirectement dans cette région les demandes de
Concessions de chemin de fer, appuyées par le Gouvernement
Britannique.

2. La Grande-Bretagne, de son cdté, s’engage & ne pas réclamer
pour sen compte et en faveur de sujets Britauniques ou autres des
Concessions quelconques de chemins de fer au nord du Grand Mur
de Chine et & ne pas contrecarrer directement ou indirectement
dans cette région les demandes de Concessions de chemins do fer,
appuyées par le Gouvernement Russe.

Les deux Parties Contractantes, n'ayant nullement en vue de
porter une atteinte quelcongue aux droits souverains de la Chine,
ainsi qu'aux Traités existants, ne mangneront pas de faire part au
Gouvernement Chinois du présent arrangement qui, en ccartant
toute cause de complication entre elles, est de nature & consolider
la paix dans 'Exstréme-Orient et & servir aux intéréts primordianx
de la Chine elle-méme.

Le Soussigné, &e.

(Signé) Comte MOURAVIEFF,

Saint-Pélersbonry, le 16 (28) Awvril, 1899,
(Translation.)

Tuxr. Undersigned, Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, duly
authorized to that effect, has the honour to make the following
declaration to his Excellency Sir Charles Secott, British Ambas-
sador :—

Russia and (reat Britain, animated by the sincere desire to
avoid in China all cguse of contlict on questions where their
interests meet, and taking into consideration the economic and
geographical gravitation of certain parts of that Empire, have
agreed as follows :—

1. Russia engages not to seek for her own account, or ou
hehalf of Russian subjects or of others, any railway Concessions in
the basin of the Yang-tsze, and not to ebstruct, directly or
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indirectly, applications for railway Concessions in that region
supported by the British Government.

2. Great Britain, on her part, engages not to seek for her own
acconnt, and on hehalf of British subjects or of others, any railway
Coneessions to the north of the (ireat Wall of China, and not to
ohstruct, directly or indirectly, applications for railway Con-
cessions in that region supported by the Russian Government.

The two Contracting Parties, having nowise in view to infringe
in any way the sovereign rights of China or of existing Treaties,
will not fail io communicate to the Chinese Government the
present arrangement, which, by averting all cause of complica-
tion between them, is of & nature to consolidate peace in the Far
East, and to serve the primordial interests of China herself.

The Undersigned, &e. )

{Signed) Count MOURAVIEFF.

St. Petersburgh, dpril 16 (28), 1899,

No, 3.
Sir C. Seoft to Count Mowravief

IN- order to complete the notes exchanged this day respecting
the partition of spheres for Concessions for the construction and
working of railways in China, it has been agreed to record in the
present additional nole the arrangement arrived at with regard to
the line Shanghaikuan-Newchwaug, for the construction of which
a loan has heen already contracted by the Chinese Governmeut
with the Shanghae-Hong Kong Bank, acting on behalf of the
British and Chinese Corporation,

The general arvangement established by the above-mentioned
notes is not to infringe in any way the rights acquired under the
said Loan Contract, and the Chinese Government may appoint
both an English engineer and an European accountant to supervise
the counstruction of the line in (uestion, and the expenditure of
the money appropriated to it.

But it remains understood that this fact cannot be taken as
constituting a right of property or foreign control, and that the
line in question 18 to remain a Chivese line, under the control of
the Chinese Government, and cannot be morfgaged or alienaged
to a non-Chinese Company.

As regards the branch line from Siacheichan to Sinminting, in
addition to the aforesaid restrictions, it has been agreed that it is
to be constructed by China herself, who may permit European—
not necessarily British—engineers to periodically inspect it, and to
verify and eertify that the work is being properly executed. _

The present special Agreement is naturally not to interfere in
any way with the right of the Russian Government to support, if
it thinks fit, applications of Russian subjects or establishments for
Concessious for railways, which, starting from the main Manchurian
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line in a scuth-westerly direetion, wduld traverse .the. region in
which the Chinese line termm’trmo at Smmmtmcr and \" :wam:

is to be comtrueted T . .
. (Slgned) Lo QHARLES S S(‘O‘TT
Ql Peter :bu:gk Ap?' il 98 1899 — ) . {' .
No, 4. )
S Clonnt l'llomrwwﬁ" to Sir- (. 6001515

Pour compléber les notes échangdes suuomd’hul concernant la
répartition des spheres de Concessions et «exploitation des
chemins de fer en Chine, il a été convenu de consiguer dans la
présente note ‘l(l(lltl(mllent. I'Accord survenu au sujet de la ligne
Shanghaikuan—Newchwang, pour la construction de laquelle un
emprunt a déji été contractd pav le Gouvernement Chinois & la
Banque de Shanghai-Hong Kong, agissant au nom de Ta # British
and Chinese Corporation.”

Puarvangement  géudral, établi par les notes  précitées, ne
purtera wncung 'lttunte anx droits wequis en vertu du Centrat de
Femprunt susdit, ef il sera loisible an Gouvernement Chinois de
nommer tant un ingéuienr Anglais quwun comptalde Furopéen
pour surveiller la constrection de la ligne de chemin de fer en
question et la dépense des sommes y affectées. AMais i1 reste bien
untendu que ce fait ne saurait eonstituer un droit de propricté ou
de contréle dtranger et que la lighe en question «oit rester
Chinoise, sowmnise aun contrdle du Gouvernement Chineis, et ne
pourra étre engagée ou aliénée & une Compagnice non Chinoise.

Pour ce qui est de 'embranchement, se dirigeant de Siaohei-
chan & Sinminting, outre les restrictions susdites, il a ¢té convenu
gqu'il sera construit par la Chine elle-inéne, qui ponrea admettre
des ingénieurs  Europdens—pas  néeessairement  Anglais —pour
Iingpecter pér imliqumucnu. vériier et certitier que les travaux
semt dfiment excentds,

Le présent Accord spécinl ne sanvait, n.lLluolluuenl entraver
daucune facon le droit du Gouvernement Russe 11’.11\1)u) er, &1 o
Juge opportun, des demandes de sujets ou établissements Russes,
relatives i des Concessions de cheming de for qui, partant de Ia
ligne principade de Mandchourie et se dirigeant au swid-onest,
traversernicut o région ot sera construite la ligne Chinoise
ahoutissant & Sinminting et Newchwang. -

Ie Sonssigné, &e.

{Signé) Comte MOURAVIEFTF,

Saint-Létershoury, le 16 (28) Arril, 1804,
(Translation.)

[x¥ order to complete the notes exchanged this day respecting
Llw partition of spheres for Concessions for the eomstruction aul
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working of: railways in China, it Baw been ‘agreed te vecord in- the.

esent additional -ncte™the Agreement airived AFWith regayd

OI
the line Shanghaikuan-Newchwang, for the condtidction ot which

a loan 'has been'alieady- contracted Bi“the Chinese Government
with the Shanghai~Hong Kong -Bank, acting on. behalf -of. the
Jritish and Chinese Corporation. o

The-general- arrangement established: by-the-above-mentioned

notes is not to infringe in any way the rights acquired under the
said Loan Confract, and the Chihése Government is at liberty to
appoint both an English engineer and a European accountant to
supervise the construction of-the line’in question and the expendi-
ture of the money appropriated to it. But it remains well
understood that this fact cannot be taken as constituting a right
of yproperty or foreign control, and that the line in question is to
remain 4 Chinese line, sulject to the control of the Chinese
(overnment, and cannot he mortgaged or alienated to a non-
Chinese Company. ,
As regards the branch line from Siaoheichan to Sinminting, in
addition to the aloresaid restrictions, it has been agreed that if is
to be constructed by China herself, who may permit Juropean—
not necessatily British-—engineers to periodically inspeet it, and
to verify and ceriify that the works are being properly executed.
The present special Agreement is naturally not to interfere in
any way with the right of the Russian Government to support, if
it thiuk fit, applications of Russian subjects or establishments for
Councessions for railways, which, starting from the main Manchurian
line in a south-westerly dirvection, would traverse the vegion in
which the Chinese line terminating at Sinminting and Newchwanyg
is to be congtructed.
The Undersigned, &e. .
; (Signed) Count MOURAVIEFT.

St Petersburgh, April 16 (28), 1899.
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