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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED KING-

DOM, FRANCE, AND ITALY, RESPECTING

ABYSSINIA.

Signed at London, December 13, 1906.

L'INTERf'T conwmu do la Franco , de Is Grande- Bretagne, et de
1'Italie dtant de maintenir intacte 1'intdgritd de 1'Ethiopie , de prd-
venir toute espbce de trouble dans les conditions politiques de
1'Empire Fthiopien , d'arriver A line entente commune en cc qui
concerne leur conduite en cas d'un changement do situation qui
pourrait se produire en Fthiopie , et de pourvoir h cc que, de 1'action
des trois Vats, on protegeant leurs intdrets respectife , tant dans
les possessions Britanniques , Frangaises, et Italiennes avoisinant
l'Fthiopie qu'en Fthiopie m6nre, it ne rdsulte pas de donmages
prdjudiciables aux intdrets de Tune quelconque des trois Puissances,
la France, In Grande-Bretagne , et 1'Italie donnent leur agrdment h
l'Arrangement suivant:-

Article 1°*. La France , Is Grande-Bretagne, et I'Italie sont
d'accord pour maintenir Is state quo politique et territorial ell
Fthiopie tel qu'il est ddtermind par l'dtat des afiaires actuellement
existant et lea Arrangements suivants:

(a.) Les Protocoles Anglo-Italiens des 24 Mars et 15 Avril, 1891,
et du 5 Alai, 1894, et les Arrangements subsdquents qui les out
modifies, y compris les reserves formuldes par le Gouvernement
Frangais a cc sujet on 1894 et 1895;

(b.) La Convention Anglo-Fthiopienne du 14 Mai , 1897, et sea
annexes;

(c.) Le Traitd Italo -Fthiopien du 10 Juillet, 1900
(d.) Le Traitd Anglo-Fthiopien du 15 Mai, 1902 ;
(e.) La note annexde an Traitd precitd du 15 Mai, 1902;

(f.) La Convention du 11 Mars, 1862, entre la France et les
Dannakils;

(g.) L'Arrangenient Franco -Anglais des 2-9 Fdvrier , 1 888;
(h.) Les Protocoles Franco-ltaliens du 24 Janvier , 1900, et du

10 Juillet , 1901 , pour la delimitation des possessions Italiennes et
Frangaises dans le littoral de Is Mer Rouge et Is Golfe d'Aden ;

(,I.) La Convention Franco-Fthiopienne pour les frontidres du
20 Mars, 1897.

11 est entendu que lea diverses Conventions mentionndes dans
le present Article no portent aucune atteinte aux droits souverains
de l'Empereur d'Abyssinie et no modifient en rien lea rapports
entre les trois Puissances et 1'Empire Ithiopien tels qu'ils sons
stipules dans le present Arrangement.[SI]
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Art. 2. Pour les demandes de concessions a ricoles, corn-
merciales, at industrielles en Ethiopie, les trois I'uissances don-
nerout pour instructions it lours I:eprssentants d'agir de tetle sorts
quo les concessions qui seront accord es dons l'inter@t d'nn des
trois Etats no nuisent pas aux interets des deux autres.

Art. 9, Si des competitions on des changenrents interieurs se
produisaient en Ethiopie, les iepre'sentants dc-la France, de In
Grande-Bretagne, at do l'Italie observersient une attitude do
ncutralite, s'abstenant de toute intervention daps les aflaires do
pays et so bornant a exercer tells action qui serait, dun commun
accord, considered comme necessaire pour la protection des Lega-
tions, des vies et des propriCtes des strangers, et des intCrt.ts
commons des trois Puissanees.

En tons cas, aucun des trois Gouvernements n'interviendrait
d'une manidre et dans tine mesure quelconques qu'apres entente
avec les doux autres.

Art. 4. Dons le cas on lea evcnemonts viendraient a troubler to
states quo prbvu par ]'Article i , la France, in Grande-Bretagne, et
]'Italic feront tons leers efforts pour maintenir l'intCgrite do
l'Ethiopie.. En tons cos, so basant stir Ies Accords enumCrss an
(lit Article, elles se coneerteraient pour sauvegarder :

(a.) Les interets de Is Grando-Bretagne at de l'Egypte dans le
Bassin du Nil, et plus specialement on ce qui concerne Is r(,gle-
mentation ties eaux de ce fleuve et de ses of iuents (la considera-
tion qui lour est dine Ctant donnse aux interets beaux), sons
reserve des interets Italiens rnentiomes an paragraphe (b);

(b.) Les interets do I'Italie en lahiopie par rapport al'Erythrcc
et an Somaliland O, compris le Benadir), at plus specialement cu
ce qui concorne l'hinterland de ses possessions et l'unior terri-
toriale entre elles a l'onest d'Addis Abeba;

(a.) Et les interets Frangais en Ethiopie par rapport an Pro-
tectorat Frangais de In Cote des Somalis a l'binterland de co
Protectorat et it Is zone necessaire pour Is construction et le trafic
do Chemin de For de Djibouti a Addis Abeba.

Art. 5. Lo Gouvernmuent Fraugais connunnique any Gouverne-
ments Britannique et Italic":

1. L'aete do concession du Chemin do For k'ranco-Ethiopian du
9 -Mars, 1.894;

2. Une communication de l'Empereur -lsnelik en date du.
8 Ao6t, 1904, dont la traduetion eat annexes an present Accord,
et qui invite la Compagnie concessionnaire a construire le second
tronFon de Dire Daona it Addis Abeba.

Art. 6. Les trois Gouvernements sort d'acoord pour quo It!
Chemin de For de Djibouti salt prolongs do Dire Daoua it Addis
Abeba; avee embranchoment Cventuel vers Harrat, soit par la
Compagnie dii Chemin de For Ethiopian en vertu des Aetes
Crmmerss a l'Article preeedeut, soit par toute antic Compagnie
privee Frangaise Lqui lui serait substituCe avec I'agrement du
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Gonvernement Frangais, a la condition que les nationaux des trois
pays jouiront pour les questions de commerce et do transit.,d'un
traitement absolument dgal a Is fois sur le chemin de fer,et dans
to port de Djibouti. Les marcbandises no seront passiblesSd'aucun
droit fiscal do transit au profit do ]a Colonic o» .dn Trdsor
Frangais.

Art. 7. Le Gouvernemeut Frangais pretera son conaours.pour
qu'un Amdais, un Italien, et un Reprdsentant de 1'linrpereur
d'Abyssinie fassent partie du Conseil d'Administration de Is on
des Compagnies Frangaises qui seront charges, de ]'execution et
do ]'exploitation du Chemin de For de Djibouti a Addis Aboha.
11 est stipule par rdciprocit6 quo lea Gouvernements Anglais et
Italien preteront lours contours pour qu'un poste d'Admiuistrateur
soit 6galement assure Bans les memos conditions a un Francais,
Bans toute SociCt6 Anglaise oil Italienne qui aurait 6td form6e oil
se formerait pour la construction oil ]'exploitation do chemins do
for allant d'un point quelconque en Abyssinia a un point quel-
conque des territoires voisins Anglais on Italiens. De nietno, it
est entendu quo les nationaux des trois pays jouiront pour les
questions do commerce of de transit d'un traitement absolument
6gal a la fois sur los'chemins de for qui serafbiit'construits par des
Socie't6s Anglaises on Italiennos et dans les ports Anglais on
Italiens d'ou partiraient cos chemins de for. Les inarchandises
no seront passibles d'aucun tlroit fiscal de transit an profit des
Colonies on des Tr6sors Anglais et Italien.

Les trois Puissances Signataires sent d'accord pour 6tendre
aux iiationaux do tons les autres pays Is benefice des dispositions
des Articles 6 et 7 relatives a l'6galit6 de traitement on matiere
de commerce et de transit.

Art. 8. Le Gouvernenient Frmigaie s'abstiendra de toute inter-
vention en ce qui concerne la concession pr6eddomnient accord6e
all deli d'Addis Abeba.

Art. 9. Les trois Gouvernements sent d'accord pour que toute
construction de chemin de for en Abyssinia a l'ouest (I'Addis
Aheba soit. Bans la mosure ou un contours Stranger eat n6ces-
saire, exdeutde sous les auspices de I'Angleterre. De memo, les
trois Gouvernements sort d'accord pour que touts, construction de
chemin de for on Ethiopie reliant le Benadir a I'L`rythrde a l'ouest
d'Addis Ababa soit, dons Is mesure on tin concours dtranger est
n6cessaire, ex6cut6e sons les auspices do 1'ltalie. Le Gouverno-
ment Britannique so reserve Is droit de se servir, le cas dch6ant,
do 1'autorisation accord6e par 1'Tmpereur Dfdndlik a la (late du
28 Aoitt, 1904, de construire un chemin de for du Somaliland
Britannique a travers 1'L°thiopie jusqu'a la fronti6re Soudanaise, a
Is condition, toutefois, de s'entendre all prdalable avec les Gou-
vernements Frangais et Italien, les trois Gouvernements s'inter-
diaant do construire sans entente prealable ancune ligne -p6n4trant
en territoiro Abyssin on devant se raccorder aux lignes Abyssines,
et do nature a faire concurrence directs, a cellos qui seront 6tablies
sous les auspices de Tune d'elles.

Art. 10. Les Bepr6sentants des trois Puissances se tiendront

[81] n
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reciproquement completement informes et coopereront pour la
protection de lours inter@ ts respectifs. Dans le cas oil les Repre-
sentants Anglais, Franrcais , et Italiens no pourraient pas se mettre
d'aecord, ils en refereraient h leurs Gouvernements respectifs et
suspendraient on attendant toute action.

Art. 11. En dehors des Arrangements enume'res h I'Article 1"
et A 1'Article 5 de la presente Convention , aucun Accord conclu
par l'une quelconque des Puissances Contractantes en ce qui
concerne la region Ethiopienne no sera opposable aux autres
Puissances Signataires du prt sent Arrangement.

Fait A Londres , le 13 Decembre, 1906.

(L.S.) E. GREY.
(L.S.) PAUL CAMBON.
(L.S.) A. DE SAN GIULIANO.

Axinexe.

Traduetion. de la Lettre Imperiale (lit 8 Aoidt, 1904, antorisant la
Compagnie du Chemin de Fer it entreprendre In Constra;ction de
In Ligne de Dire Daoua 4 Addis Abeba.

LION, vainqueur de la trihu de Judas, Menelik 11, em du
Seigneur, Rni des This d'Ethiopio, : Al. le Ministre Pleuipotentiaire
du Gouvernement Frangais A Addis Abeba,

Salut!

Afin que la Compagnie du Chemin de For no perde pas de
temps inutilement, je vous informe qu'il est de ma volontd qu'elle
entreprenne vita les travaux do la ligne do Dire Buena a1 Addis
Abeba. Seulement pour lea contrats, nouns nous entendrons dans
la suite avec la Compagnie du Chemin de For.

Perit le 2 Naasse de l'an de grAce' 1896 (ere Abyssine), en ]a
ville d'Addis Abeba (le 8 Aottt, 1904).

DECLAEATION signed at London, December 13, 1906.

LF Ministre des. Affaires Etrangeres d'Italie fait observer que
dItalie a des Traites avec le Sultan de Lugh, le Sultan do Raheita,
et lee Dannakils regardant des questions de frontiere. Ces Traites
devant faire l'objet d'une ndgociation avec to Gouvernement
Ethiopien, it est impossible de lea comprendre dans l'enumeration
de l'Article 1°0, mais le Gouvernement Italian se reserve do lee
communiquer h I'Angleterre et h la France apres Tissue des
negotiations.
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Le Ministrc des Aft'aires Etrangi res d'Augleterre et I'Annbas-
sadcur de France donnent acte in Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres
d'Italie de cette declaration.

Loncires, le 13 DFcembre, 1906.

(Sig116 ) E. GREY.
(Sign6) PAUL CA'IBON:
(Sign6) A. DE SAY GIULIANO.

(Translation.)

IT being the common interest of France, Great Britain, and Italy
to maintain intact the integrity of Ethiopia, to provide for every
kind of disturbance in the political conditions of the Ethiopian
Empire, to come to a mutual understanding in regard to their
attitude in the event of any change in the situation arising in
Ethiopia, and to prevent the action of the three States in pro-
tecting their respective interests, both in the British, French, and
Italian possessions bordering on Ethiopia and in Ethiopia itself,
resulting in injury to the interests of any of them, the Government
of the French Republic, the Government of his Britannic Majesty,
and the Government of Italy have assented to the following
Agreement :-

Article 1.. France, Great Britain, and Italy shall co-operate in
maintaining the political and territorial status quo in Ethiopia
as determined by the state of affairs at present existing, and by
the following Agreements :

(u.) The Anglo-Italian Protocols of the 24th 'larch and 15th
April, 1891, and of 5th May, 1894, and the subsequent Agree-
ments modifying them, including the reserves formulated by the
French Government in 1.894 and 1895

(b.) The Anglo-Ethiopian Convention of 14th May, 1.897, and
its annexes; _

(c.) The Italo-Ethiopian Treaty of 10th July, 1900
(d.) The Anglo-Ethiopian Treaty of 1.5th May, 1902
(e.) The note annexed to the above-mentioned Treaty of 15th

May, 1902 ;
(f.) The Convention of 11th March, 1862, between France

and the Dannakils;
(g.) The Anglo-French Agreement of 2nd-9th February, 1888;
(li.) The Franco-Italian protocols of 24th January, 1900, and

10th July, 1901, for the delimitation of the French and Italian
possessions on the littoral of the Red Sea and the Gulf of' Aden;

(j.) The France- Ethiopian Frontier Convention of 20th 'larch,
1.897.

It is understood that the various Conventions mentioned in
this Article do not in any way infringe the sovereign rights of the
Emperor of Abyssinia, and in no respect modify the relations
between the three Powers and the Ethiopian' Empire as stipulated
in the present Agreement,
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Art. 2. As regards demands for agricultural, commercial, and
industrial concessions in Ethiopia, the three Powers undertake to
instruct their Representatives to act in such a way that concessions
which may be accorded in the interest of one of the three States
may not be injurious to the interests of the two others.

Art. 3. jh the event of rivalries or internal changes in Ethiopia,
the Representatives of France, Great Britain, and Italy shall
observe a neutral attitude, abstaining from all intervention in
the internal affairs of the country, and confining themselves to
such action as may be, by common consent, considered necessary
for the protection of the Legations, of the lives and property of
foreigners, and of the common interests of the three Powers. In
no case shall one of the three Governments interfere in any manner
whatsoever, except in agreement with the other two.

Art. 4. In the event of the staters quo laid down in Article 1
being disturbed, France, Great Britain, and Italy shall make every
effort to preserve the integrity of Ethiopia. In any case, they
shall concert together, on the basis of the Agreements enumerated
in the above-mentioned Article, in order to safeguard

(a..) The interests of Great Britain and Egypt in the Nile
Basin, more especially as regards the regulation of the waters of
that river and its tributaries (due consideration being paid to local
interests), without prejudice to Italian interests mentioned in
paragraph (b) ;

(b.) The interests of Italy in Ethiopia as regards Erythrl&a and
Somaliland (including the Benadir), more especially with reference
to the hinterland of her possessions and the territorial connection
between them to the west of Adis Abeba;

(e.) The interests of France in Ethiopia as regards the French
Protectorate on the Somali Coast, the hinterland of this Protec-
torate and the zone necessary for the construction and working of
the railway from Jibuti to Adis Abeba.

. Art. 5. The French Government communicates to the British
and Italian Governments:

(1.) The Concession of the Franco-Ethiopian Railway of
9th March, 1894;

(2.) A communication from the Emperor Menelek dated
8th August, 1904, the translation of which is annexed to the
present Agreement, inviting the Company to whom the above
Concession was granted to construct the second section of the line
from Dire Dawa to Adis Abeba;

Art. 6. The three Governments agree that the Jibuti Railway
shall be'prolonged from Dir6 Dawa to Adis Abeba, with a branch line
to Harrar eventually, either by the Ethiopian Railway Company
in virtue of the deeds enumerated in the preceding Article, or by
any other private French Company which may be substituted
therefor, with the consent of the French Government, on condition
that the nationals of the three countries shall enjoy in all matters
of trade and transit absolute equality of treatment on the railway
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and in the port of Jibuti . Goods shall not be subject to any fiscal
transit duty levied for the benefit of the French Colony or
Treasury.

Art. 7. The French Government will endeavour to arrange that
an English , an Italian , and an Abyssinian Representative shall be
appointed to the Board of the French Company or Companies
which may be intrusted with the construction and working of the
railway from Jibuti to Adis Abeba. The British and Italian
Governments will reciprocally endeavour to arrange that a French
Director shall in like manner and on the same conditions be
appointed to the Board of any English or Italian Company which
has been or may be formed for the construction or working of rail-
ways running from any point in Abyssinia to any point in the
adjoining English or Italian territory . It is likewise agreed that
the nationals of the three countries shall enjoy in all matters of
trade and transit absolute equality of treatment , both on the
railways which may be constructed by English or Italian Com-
panies, and in the English or Italian ports from which these
railways may start . Goods shall not be subject to any fiscal
transit duty levied for the benefit of the British or Italian Colonies
or Treasuries.

The three Signatory Powers agree to extend to the nationals of
all other countries the benefit of the provisions of Articles 6 and 7
relating to equality of treatment as regards trade and transit.

Art. 8. The French Government will abstain from all inter-
ference as regards the Concession previously granted beyond
Adis Abeba.

Art. 9. The three Governments are agreed that all railway
construction in Abyssinia west of Adis Abeba shall , in so far as
foreign assistance is required , be carried out under the auspices of
Great Britain. The three Governments are also agreed that all
construction of railways in Ethiopia , joining the Benadir to
Erythr,ea to the west of Adis Abeba, shall, in so far as foreign
assistance is required , be carried out under the auspices of Italy.

The Government of His Britannic Majesty reserve to them-
selves the right, in case of need , to make use of the authorization,
granted by the Emperor Menelek on the 28th August, 1904, to
construct a railway from British Somaliland through Ethiopia to
the Soudanese frontier, on condition , however, that they previously
come to an agreement with the French and Italian Governments,
the three Governments undertaking not to construct without
previous agreement any line entering Abyssinian territory or
intended to join the Abyssinian lines , which would compete
directly with those established under the auspices of any one
of them.

Art. 10. The Representatives of the three Powers will keep
each other fully informed , and will co-operate for the protection of
their respective interests . In the event of the British , French,
and Italian Representatives being unable to agree, they will refer
to their respective Governments , suspending all action meanwhile.

Art. 11. Beyond the Agreements enumerated in Articles 1 and 5
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of the present Convention, no Agreement; concluded by any one of

the Contracting Powers concerning Ethiopia shall afect the other

Signatory Powers of the present Agreement.

Done at London, December 13, 1906.

(Signed) F.. GREY.
(Signed). PAUL CAMBON.
(Signed) A. DE SAN GIULIANO.

Annex.

Translation of the Imperial Letter of Aatgust 8, 1904, authorizing

the Railway Company to unthttake the Construction of the Line

from Dire Daoua to Adis Abetia.

THE Lion, conqueror of the tribe of Judah, 7llenelek It, elect

of the Lord, King of Kings of Ethiopia, to the French Minister

Plenipotentiary at Adis Abeha,

Greeting ?

In order that the Railway Company may lose no time unneces-
sarily, I inform you that it is my will that it forthwith continence
work on the line from Dire Daoua to Adis Abeba.

As regards the terms of the contract, however, we shall come

to an arrangement later with the Railway Company.

Written the 2nd NaassC,in the year of grace 1896 (Abyssinian
style), in the city of Adis Abetia (the 8th August, 1904).

DEULARAT10Ar cigved at London, December 13, 1906.

Tus Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs states that Italy
has Treaties with the Sultan of Lugh, the Sultan of Raheita,
and the Dannakils respecting frontier questions. Inasmuch as
these Treaties must form the subject of negotiations with the
Abyssinian Government, it is not possible to include them in
the list contained in Article 1., but the Italian Government reserves

to itself the right to communicate them to Great Britain and
France after the termination of the negotiations.

His Majesty's Secretary of. State for Foreign Affairs and the
French Ambassador take note of the declaration made by the
Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Lonrdon, December 13, 1906.

(Signed) E. GREY.
(Signed) PAUL CAMBON.
(Signed) A. DE SAN GIULIANO.
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