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NORTH-EAST ATLANTIC FISHERIES CONVENTION 

The States Parties to this Convention 
Desiring to ensure the conservation of the fish stocks and the rational 

exploitation of the fisheries of the North-East Atlantic Ocean and adjacent 
waters, which are of common concern to them; 

Have agreed as follows:- 

ARTICLE 1 

( I )  l h e  area to which this Convention applies (hereinafter referred to as 

(a) within those parts of the Atlantic and Arctic Oceans and their 
dependent seas which lie north of 36" north latitude and between 
42" west longitude and 51" east longitude, but excluding 
(i) the Baltic Sea and Belts lying to the south and east of lines drawn 

from Hasenore Head to Gniben Point, from Korshage to 
Spodsbierg and from Gilbierg Head to the Kullen. and 

(ii) the Mediterranean Sea and its dependent seas as far as the point 
of intersection of the parallel of 36" latitude and the meridian of 
5" 36' west longitude. 

(b) within that part of the Atlantic Ocean north of 59" north latitude and 

(2) The Convention area shall be divided into regions. the boundaries 
of which shall be those deEned in the Annex to this Convention. The regions 
shall be subject to such alterations as may be made in accordance with the 
provisions of paragraph (4) of Article 5 of this Convention. 

"the Convention area ") shall be all waters which are situated 

between 44" west longitude and 42" west longitude. 

(3) For the purposes of this Convention 
(a) the expression " vessel " means any vessel or boat employed in fishing 

for sea fish or in the treatment of sea Esh which is registered or owned 
in the territories of, or which flies the flag of, any Contracting State: 
and 

(b) the expression ' I  territories," in relation to any Contracting State; 
extends to 
(i) any territory within or adjacent to the Convention area for whose 

international relations the Contracting State is responsible; 
(ii) any other territory, not situated within the Convention area or 

adjacent to it, for whose international relations the Contracting 
State is responsible and for which such State shall have made 
known, by written declaration to the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (hereinafter 
referred to as the Government of the United Kingdom), either at 
the time of signature, of ratification, or of adherence, or 
subsequently, that this Convention shall apply to it: 

(iii) the waters within the Convention area where the Contracting 
State has exclusive jurisdiction over fisheries. 

ARTICLE 2 
Nothing in this Convention shall be deemed to affect the rights, claims. 

or views of any Contracting State in regard to the extent of jurisdiction over 
fisheries. 
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ARTICLE 3 
(1) A North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (hereinafter referred to 

as the Commission) is hereby established and shall be maintained for the 
purposes of this Convention. 

(2) Each Contracting State may appoint as its Delegation to the Com- 
mission not more than two Commissioners and such experts and advisers to 
assist them as that State may determine. 

(3) The Commission shall elect its own President and not more than two 
Vice-presidents who need not be chosen from the Commissioners or their 
experts or advisers. If a member of a Delegation has been elected President 
he shall forthwith cease to act as a member of that Delegation, and if a 
Commissioner has been elected the State concerned shall have the right to 
appoint another person to serve in his place. 

(4) The Ofice of the Commission shall be in London. 
( 5 )  Except where the Commission determines otherwise, it shall meet 

once a year in London at such time as it shall decide : provided, however, 
that upon the request of a Commissioner of a Contracting 'State and subject 
to the concurrence of a Commissioner of each of three other Contracting 
States, the President shall, as soon as practicable, summon a meeting at such 
time and place as he may determine. 

(6) The Commission shall appoint its own Secretary and may from time 
to time appoint such other staff as it may require. 

(7) The Commission m'ay set up such Committees as it considers desirable 
to perform such functions as it may determine. 

(8) Each Delegation shall have one vote in the Commission which may 
be cast only by a Commissioner of the State concerned. Decisions shall be 
taken by a simple majority except where otherwise s cifically provided. If 
there is an even division of votes on any matter whicris subject to a simple 
majority decision, the proposal shall be regarded as rejected. 

(9) Subject to the provisions of this Article, the Commission shall draw 
up its own Rules of Procedure, including provisions for the election of the 
President and Vice-presidents and their terms of ofice. 

,(IO) The Government of the United Kingdom shall call the first meeting 
of the Commission as soon as practicable after the coming into force of this 
Convention, and shall communicate the provisional agenda to each of the 
other Contracting States not less than two months before the date of the 
meeting. 

(11) Reports of the proceedings of the Commission shall be transmitted 
and proposals and recommendations shall be notified as soon as possible to 
all Contracting States in English and in French. 

ARTICLE 4 
(1) Each Contracting State shall pay the expenses of the Commissioners, 

experts and advisers appointed by it. 
(2)  The Commission shall prepare an annual budget of the proposed 

expenditures of the Commission. 
(3) In  any year in which the annual budget amounts to E200 or less for 

each Contracting State. the total sum shall be shared equally between 
Contracting States. 
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(4) In any year in which the annual budget exceeds €200 for each 
Contracting State, the Commission shall calculate the payments due from each 
Contracting State according to the following formula: - 

(U) from the budget there shail be deducted a sum of f2OO for each 
Contracting State; 

(b)  the remainder shall be divided into such number of equal shares as 
correspond to the total number of Regional Committee memberships; 

(c) the payment due from any Contracting State shall he the equivalent 
of €200 plus the number of shares equal to the number of Regional 
Committees in which that State participates. 

(5 )  The Commission shall notify to each Contracting State the sum due 
from that State as calculated under paragraph (3) or (4) of this Article and 
as soon as possible thereafter each Contracting State shall pay to the 
Commission the sum so notified. 

(6) Contributions shall be payable in the currency of the country in which 
the Office of the Commission is located. except that the Commission may 
accept payment in the currencies in which it may be expected that expenditures 
of the Commission will be made from time to time, up to an amount estab- 
lished each year by the Commission when preparing the annual budget. 

(7) At its first meeting the Commission shall approve a budget for the 
balance of the first financial year in which the Commission functions and 
shall transmit to the Contracting States copies of that budget together with 
notices of their respective contributions as assessed under paragraph (3) 
or (4) of this Article. 

(8) In subsequent financial years, the Commission shall submit to each 
Contracting State drafts of annual budgets, together with a schedule of 
allocations. not less than six weeks before the annual meeting of the 
Commission at which the budgets are to be considered. 

ARTICLE 5 

(1) The Commission shall establish a Regional Committee, with the powers 
and duties described in Article 6 of this Convention, for each of the regions 
into which the Convention area is divided. 

(2)  The representation on any Regional Committee so established shall 
be determined by the Commission, provided, however, that any Contracting 
State with a coastline adjacent to that region, or exploiting the fisheries of 
the region. has automatically the right of representation on the Regional 
Committee. Contracting States exploiting elsewhere a stock which is also 
fished in that region shall have the opportunity of being represented on the 
Regional Committee. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of Article 6 of this Convention, the 
Commission shall determine the terms of reference of, and the procedure to 
be followed by, each Regional Committee. 

(4) The Commission may at any time alter the boundaries and vary the 
number of the regions defined in the Annex to this Convention, provided this 
is by the unanimous decision of the Delegations present and voting and no 
objection is made within three months thereafter by any Contracting State 
not represented, or not voting, at the meeting. 
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ARTICLE 6 
( I )  It shall be the duty of the Commission:- 
(a) to keep under review the fisheries in the Convention area; 
(b) to consider. in the light of the technical information available, what 

measures may be required for the conservation of the fish stocks and 
for the rational exploitation of the fisheries in the area; 

(c) to consider, at the request of any Contracting State, representations 
made to it by a State which is not a party to this Convention for the 
opening of negotiations on Ihe conservation of fish stocks in the 
Convention area or any part thereof; and 

(6) to make to Contracting States recommendations, based as far as 
practicable on the results of scientific research and investigation, with 
regard to any of the measures set out in Article I of this Convention. 

(2) It shall be the duty of a Regional Committee to perform, in relation 
to its Region, functions of review and consideration similar to those described 
in paragraph (1) of this Article in relation to the Commission and the 
Convention area. A Regional Committee may initiate proposals for measures 
in relation to its region and shall consider any such proposals as may be 
remitted to it by the Conimissicn. 

(3) A Regional Committee may prepare draft recommendations for 
consideration by the Commission, which may adopt any such draft 
recommendations, with any modifications it may consider desirable, as 
recommendations for the purpose of Article 7 of this Convention. 

(4) A Regional Committee may at any time appoint sub-committees to 
study specific problems affecting parts of the Region and to report thereon to 
the Regional Committee. 

ARTICLE 7 
(I) The measures relating to the objectives and purposes of this 

Convention which the Commission and Regional Committees may consider. 
and on which the Commission may make recommendations to the Contracting 
States, are 

(a) any measures for the regulation of the size of mesh of fishing nets; 
(b) any measures for the regulation of the size limits of fish that may 

be retained on board vessels, or landed. or exposed or offered for sale; 
(c) any measures for the establishment of closed seasons; 
(d) any measures for the establishment of closed areas; 
(e) any measures for the regulation of fishing gear and appliances. other 

than regulation of the size of mesh of fishing nets; 
( f )  any measures for the improvement and the increase' of mariue 

resources, which may include artificial propagation. the transplantation 
of organisms and the transplantation of young. 

12) Measures for regulating the amount o€ total catch, or the amount of 
fishing effort in any period, or any other kinds of measures for the purpose 
of the conservation of the fish stocks in the Convention area, may be added 
to the measures listed in paragraph ,U) of this Artlcle on a proposal adopted 
by not less than a two-thirds majority of the Delegations present and vothg 
and subsequently accepted by all Contracting States in accordance with their 
respective constitutional procedures. 

(3) The measures provided for in paragraphs (1) and (2) of thts Article 
may relate to any or all species of sea fish and shell fish, but not to sea 
mammals; to any or all methods of fishing; and to any or all parfs of the 
Convention area. 
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ARTICLE 8 
(1) Subject to the provisions of this Article, tho Contracting States 

undertake to give effect to any recommendation made by the Commission 
under Article 7 of this Convention and adopted by n o t  less than a two-thirds 
majority of the Delegations present and voting. 

(2fAny Contracting State may, within ninety days of the date of notice 
of a recommendation to which paragraph ( I )  of this Article applies, object to 
it and in that event shall not be under obligation to give effect to [be 
recommendation. 

(3) In the event of an objection being made within the ninety-day period, 
any other Contracting State may similarly object at any time within a further 
period of sixty days, or within thirty days after receiving notice of an objection 
by another Contracting State made within the further period of sixty days. 

(4) If objections to a recommendation are made by three or more of the 
Contracting States, all the other Contracting States shall be relieved forthwith 
of any obligation to give effect to that recommendation but any or all of them 
may nevertheless agree among themselves to give effect to it. 

( 5 )  Any Contracting State which has objected to a recommendation may 
at any time withdraw that objection and shall then, subject to the provisions 
of paragraph (4) of this Article, give effect to the recommendation within 
ninety days, or as from the date determined by the Commission under 
Article 9 of this Convention, whichever is the later. 

(6) The Commission shall notify each Contracting State immediately upon 
receipt of each objection and withdrawal. 

. .~  . S i l l 7  . 

ARTICLE 9 
Any recommendation to which paragraph (1) of Article 8 of this 

Convention applies shall, subject to the provisions of that Article, become 
binding on the Contracting States from tlie date determined by the Com- 
mission, which shall' not be before the period"for objection provided in 
Article 8 has elapsed. 

ARTICLE 10 
', (1) At any time after two years from the date on which it has been 
required to give effect .to -any recommendation to which paragraph ( 1 )  of 
Article 8 of this Convention applies. any Contracting State may give the 
Commission notice of the termination of its acceptance of the recommendation 
and, if that notice is not withdrawn, the recommendation shall cease to be 
binding on that Contracting State at the end of twelve months from the date 
of the notice. 

(2) At any time after a recornmendation ,has ceased to be binding on a 
Contracting State unde! paragraph (1) of thls Afticle, the recommendation 
shall cease to be binding on any other Contracting State which so desires 
upon the ,date' of notice to the Commission of withdrawal of acceptance of 
that recommendation by such other State. 
. (3) The Commission shall notify all Contracting States o f w e r y  notice 
under this Article immediately upon the receipt thereof. 

ARTICLE 11 
. ' (1j.In order that the recommendations made by the Commission for the 
conservation of the stocks of Esh within the Convention area shall be based 
do far 'as practicable .upon the results of scientific research and investigation. 
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the Commission shall when possible seek the advice of the International 
Council for the Exploration of the Sea and the co-operation of the Council 
in carrying out any necessary investigations and. for this purpose. may make 
such joint arrangements as may be agreed with the International Council 
for the Exploration of the Sea or may make such other arrangements as 
it may think fit. 

(2) The Commission may seek to establish and maintain working arrange- 
ments with any other international organisation which has related objectives. 

ARTICLE 12 
(1) The Contracting States undertake to furnish on the request of the 

Commission any available statistical and biological information the Com- 
mission may need for the purposes of this Convention. 

(2) The Commission may publish or otherwise disseminate reports of its 
activities and such other information relating to the fisheries in the Convention 
area or any part of that area as it may deem appropriate. 

ARTICLE 13 
(1) Without prejudice to the sovereign rights of States in regard to their 

territorial .and internal waters, each Contracting State shall take in its 
territories and in regard to its own nationals and its own vessels appropriate 
measures to ensure the application of the provisions of this Convention and 
of the recommendations of the. Commission which have become binding on 
that Contracting State and the punishment of infractions of the said provisions 
and recommendations. 

(2) Each Contracting State shall transmit annually to the Commission a 
statement of the action taken by it for these purposes. 

(3) The Commission may by a two-thirds majority make recommendations 
for, on the one hand, measures of national control in the temtories of the 
Contracting States and. on the other hand, national and international measures 
of control.on the high seas. for the purpose of ensuring the application of 
the Convention and the measures in force thereunder. Such recommendations 
shall be subject to the provisions of Articles 8, 9 and 10. 

ARTICLE 14 , .  

The provisions of this Convention shall not apply to fishing operations 
conducted solely for the ,purpose of scientific investigation by vessels 
authorised by a Contracting State for that purpose, or to fish taken in the 
course of such operations. but in any of the territories of any Contracting 
State bound by a recommendation to which paragraph (1) of Article ~8 
applies, fish so taken shall not be sold or exposed or offered for.sale,in 
contravention of any such recommendation. 

ARTICLE 15 
(1) This Convention shall be open for signature until 31st March, 1959. 

It shall be-ratiEed as soon as possible and the instruments of ratification,'shall 
he deposited with the Government of the United Kingdom. . 

(2) This Convention shall enter into force upon the deposit-of instruments 
of ratification by all signatory States.(') If, however, after the lapse of one 
year from 31st March. 1959, all the signatory States have not ratified this 

p) The Convention entered into force on lune 21, 1963. 

7 



Convention, hut not less than seven of then1 have deposited instruments of 
ratification, these latter States may agree among themselves by special 
protocol on. the date on which this Convention shall enter into force; and in 
that case this Convention shall enter into force with respect to any State that 
ratifies thereafter on the date of deposit of its instrument of ratification. 

(3) Any State which has not signed this Convention may accede thereto 
at any time after it has come into force in accordance with paragraph (2) of 
this Article. Accession shall he effected by means of a notice in writing 
addressed to the Government of the United Kingdom and shall take effect 
on the date of its receipt. Any State which accedes to this Convention shall 
simultaneously undertake to give effect to those recommendations which are, 
at the time of its accession, binding on all the other Contracting States as 
well as to any other recommendations which are, at that time. binding on one 
or more of the Contracting States and are not specifically excluded by the 
acceding State in its notice of accession. 

(4) The Government of the United Kingdom shall inform all signatory 
and acceding States of all ratifications deposited and accessions received 
and shall notify signatory States of the date and the States in respect of which 
this Convention enters into force. 

ARTICLE 16 
(1) In respect of each State Party to this Convention, the provisions of 

Articles 5, 6,  7, 8 and 9 and Annexes I, I1 and I11 of the Convention for the 
Regulation of the Meshes of Fishing Nets and the Size Limits of Fish, signed 
at London, on 5th April, 1946, as amended by decisions made under 
paragraph (IO) of Article 12 of that Conventionf) shall remain in force but 
shall he deemed for the purposes of the present Convention to he a 
recommendation made and given effect without objection under this 
Convention as from the date of its entry into force in respect of that State 
within the area covered by the 1946 Convention; provided that in the period 
of two years after the coming into force of this Convention, any Contracting 
State may, on giving twelve months' written notice to the Government of the 
United Kingdom, withdraw from the whole or any part of the said 
recommendation. If a Contracting State has. in accordance with the provisions 
of this Article, given notice of its withdrawal from a part of the said 
recommendation. any other Contracting State may, with effect from the same 
date, give notice of its withdrawal from the same or any other part of the 
said recommendation, or from the recommendation as a whole. 

(2) The provisions of the Convention for the Regulation of the Meshes 
of Fishing Nets and the Size Limits of Fish signed at London on 5th April, 
1946. shall, save as provided in paragraph (1) of this Article. cease to apply 
to each Contracting State to this Convention as from the date of the entry into 
force of this Convention in respect of that State. 

ARTICLE 17 
At any time after two years from the date on which this Convention has 

come.into force with respect to a Contracting State, that State may denounce 
the Convention by means of a notice in writing addressed to the Government 
of the United Kingdom. Any such denunciation shall take effect twelve 
months after the date of its receipt, and shall be notified to the Contracting 
States by the Government of the' United Kingdom. 

(*I "Treaty Series No. 11 (1963)", Cmnd. 1942. 
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In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorised thereto, have 

Done in London this twenty fourth day of January nineteen hundred and 
6fty nine in two copies. one in the English language, the other in the French 
language. Both texts shall be deposited in the archives of the Government 
of the United Kingdom and shall be regarded as equally authentic. 

The Government of the United Kingdom shall transmit certified copies 
of both texts of this Convention in the two languages to all the signatory 
and acceding States. 

signed this Convention. 

For Belgium : 

For Denmark : 

For France : 

For the Federal Republic of Germany: 

For Iceland : 

For the Republic of Ireland : 

For the Netherlands : 

For Norway : 

For Poland : 

For Portugal : 

R. L. VAN MEERBEKE 

B. DINESEN 

J. CHAUVEL 

HERWARTH 

H. G. ANDERSEN 

M. J. GALLAGHER 

A. BENTINCK 

KLAUS SUNNANA 

LUDWIK MILANOWSKI 

DANIEL SILVA 
COM. 
'MARIO RUIVO 

For Spain : 

For Sweden : 

For, the Union of Soviet ,Socialist Republics: 

For the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland : 

MANUEL ORBEA 

GUNNAR HAGGLOF 

M. CyXOpy4CHKO 

R. G. R. WALL 
A. J. AGLEN 
n. J. JOHNS. : c.  
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ANNEXY) 

The regions provided for by Article 1 of this Convention shall be as 

Region 1-The part of the Convention area bounded on the south by a 
line running from a point 59" north latitude 44" west longitude due 
east to the meridian of 42" west longitude; thence due south to the 
parallel of 48" north latitude; thence due east to the meridian of 18" 
west longitude: thence due north to the parallel of 609 north latitude; 
thence due east to the meridian of 5" west longitude; thence due north 
to the parallel of 60' 30' north latitude; thence due east to the meridian 
of 4" west longitude; thence due north to the parallel of 62" north 
latitude; thence due east to the coast of Norway; thence north and 
east along the coast of Norway and along the coast of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics as far as the meridian of 51" east 
longitude. 

Region 2-The part of the Convention area not covered by Region 1 
and north of 48" north latitude. 

Region 3-The part of the Convention area between 36" and 48" north 
latitude. 

follows : - 

. . .  . .  
~. . . .  . 



CONVENTION SUR LFS PECHERIES DE L'ATLANTIQUE DU 
NORD-EST 

Les Etats parties B la prtsente Convention, dtsireux d'assurer la 
conservation des stocks de poissons et I'exploitation rationnelle des pichenes 
de I'Octan Atlantique du Nord-Est et des eaux adjacentes, qui leur sont 
d'un inti& commun, 
sont convenus de ce qui suit: 

ARTICLE 1 
(1) La zone ti laquelle s'applique la prtsente Convention, (ci-aprks 

dtsignte par les termes "la zone de la Convention ") comprend toutes les 
eaux qui sont situtes: 

(a) B I'inttrieur des parties des Oceans Atlantique et Arctique et de leurs 
mers tributaires sises au Nord du 36" de latitude Nord et entre les 
42' de longitude Ouest et 51" de longitude Est, mais B l'exclusion: 
(i) de la Mer Baltique et des Belts au sud et ti l'Est des lignes tirtes 

de Hasenore Head B Gniben Point, de Korshage B Spodsbierg et 
de Gilbierg Head B Kullen et 

(ii) de la Mer Miditerrante et de ses eaux tributaires, jusqu'au point 
d'intersection du parallde du 36" de latitude et du mtridien de 
5" 36' de longitude Ouest. 

(b)  ii I'inttrieur de la partie de I'Odan Atlantique sise au Nord du 59' 
de latitude N o d  et entre les 44' de longitude Ouest et 42" de 
longitude h e s t .  

(2) La zone de la Convention est diviste en rtgions dont les limites sont 
celles qui sont dtfinies dans I'Annexe B la prtsente Convention. Ces rtgions 
peuvent &re I'objet de telles modifications qui peuvent y &e apporttes 
conformtment aux dispositions du paragraphe (4) de I'Article 5 de la prtsente 
Convention. 

(3) Aux fins de la prtsente Convention 
(a) I'expression " navire " signifie tout navire ou embarcation utilist pour 

la p&he des poissons de mer ou pour le traitement des poissons de 
mer. qui est immatricult ou qui fait I'objet d'un droit de propnttt 
dans les temtoires de tout Etat contractant ou qui bat le pavillon de 
I'un des dits Etats. 

(b) I'expression " territoires " s'ttend, en ce qui, concerne tout Etat 
contractant, 
(i) B tout territoire' situ6 dans la zone de la Convention ou adjacent 

B cette zone dont les relations internationales sont assumks par 
le dit Etat contractant; 

( i ) B  tout autre temtoire qui.n'est p a .  situ6 dans la zone de la 
Convention ni adjacent ii cette zone et dont leS relations inter- 
nationales sont assumkes par un Etat contractant lorsque ce dernier 
Etat aura fait comaitre, par une dtclaration tcrite adresste au 
Gouvernement du Royaume-Uni de Grande-Bretagne et d'lrlande 
du Nord (ci-aprh dtsignt comme le Gouvernement du Royaume- 
Uni). soit au moment de signer, de ratifier ou d'adhtrer, soit 
ulttrieurement, que la prtsente Convention s'appliquera B ce 
temtoire; 

(iii) aux earn situ& dans la zone de la Convention dans lesquelles 
1'Etat wntractant a competence exclusive en ce qui concerne les 
pkheries. 
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ARTICLE 2 
Aucune disposition de la prtsente Convention ne doit &tre interprttte 

comme portant atteinte aux droits, revendications ou points de vue d e  tout 
Etat contractant concernant I’ttendue de la compttence en matiere de 
picheries. 

ARTICLE 3 
(1) Une Commission des PEcheries de I’Atlantique du Nord-Est (dtsignte 

ci-aprks par les termes “ L a  Commission”), est crtte par la prtsente Con- 
vention et sera maintenue aux fins d‘application de ladite Convention. 

(2) La  Ddligation de chaque Etat contractant ?i la Commission pourra 
&tre cornposte de deux Commissaires au plus et d‘autant d‘experts et de 
conseillers que ledit Etat aura dtcidt de nommer pour les assister. 

(3) La Commission Clit son Prtsident et deux Vice-Prtsidents au plus, 
qui ne seront pas ntcessairement choisis parmi les Commissaires ou leurs 
experts ou conseillers. Si un membre d‘une dtltgation est tlu Prisident, il 
cessera sur le champ ses fonctions de membre de cette dtltgation: si c’est un 
Commissaire qui a Ctt tlu, I’Etat inttresst aura le droit de disigner une 
autre personne pour le remplacer. 

(4) Le Sikge de la Commission est h Londres. 
(5) Sauf si la Commission en dtcide autrement, celle-ci se rtunit une 

‘fois par an B Londres B telle date qu’elle decide; toutefois, le Prtsident 
convoquera une reunion de la Commission, aussitbt que possible, et B tel 
lieu et moment qu’il dtcidera. chaque fois que la demande lui en sera 
prCsentte par un Commissaire d’un Etat contractant et h condition qu‘un 
Commissaire de chacun de trois autres Etats contractants se rallie ?i cette 
demande. 

(6) La Commission dtsigne son Secrttaire et peut. ?i tout moment. 
recruter, en tant que besoin, tout autre personnel. 

(7) La Commission peut constituer tels Comitts qu’elle estime souhaitable 
pour I’accomplissement de telles fonctions qu’elle peut fixer. 

(8) Chaque dtltgation a droit B une voix ?i la Commission. Ce droit ne 
peut Etre exerct que par un Commissaire de l’Etat inttresst. Les dCcisions 
sont prises h la majorite simple sauf si une disposition e?presse en dtcide 
autrement. En cas de partage tgal des voix sur une question pour 1.aquelle 
la majoritt simple est requise. la proposition est considtree-comme rejette. 

(9) Sous reserve des dispositions du prtsent Article. la Commission ttablit 
son propre reglement inttrieur y compris les dispositions relatives ?I l‘election 
du PrCsident et des Vice-Prksidents et B la durte de leurs mandats. 

(IO) Le Gouvemement du Royaume-Uni convoquera la premikre rtunion 
de la Commission d b  que possible aprks I’entrte en vigueur de la prksente 
Convention et communiquera I’ordre du jour provisoire ?i chacun des autres 
Etats contractants, deux mois au moins avant la date de la reunion. 

(11) Les prods-verhaux des dehats de la Commission sont transmis et 
les propositions et recommandations sont notifites d b  que possible, en 
anglais et en franpis, B tous les Etats contractants. 

ARTICLE 4 
(1) Chaque Etat contractant assume les frais des Commissaires, experts 

(2) La Commission prtpare un budget annuel de ses prtvisions de 
et conseillers dtsignes par h i .  

dtpenses. 
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(3) Si le budget annuel s’tlive au cours d‘une ann& donnte k un chiffre 
tgal ou inftrieur k f200 sterling par Etat contractant. la somme totale sera 
rtpartie tgalement entre les Etats contractants. 

(4) Si le budget annuel dtpasse pour une annte donnee f200 sterling par 
Etat contractant, la Commission calcule les versements dCs par chaque Etat 
contractant d’apres la formule suivante : 

(a) il est dtduit du budget une somme de €200 sterling par Etat 
contractant: 

( b )  le solde est divist en un nombre de parts &gales correspondant au 
nombre total de membres reprtsentis aux Comites rtgionaux; 

(c) le montant de la participation doe par chaque Etat contractant s’tleve 
k l‘tquivalent de f200 sterling plus un nombre de parts correspondant 
au nombre de Comites rtgionaux auxquels participe cet Etat. 

( 5 )  La Commission notifie h chaque Etat contractant la somme diie par 
h i ,  calculte conformtment aux dispositions des paragraphes 3 ou 4 du 
prtsent Article et ledit Etat versera dts que possible h la Commission la 
somme ainsi notifite. 

(6) Les contributions seront payables dans la monnaie du, pays oh se 
trouve le siege de la Commission; toutefois, la Commission peut accepter 
des paiements en d’autrcs devises lorsqu’on peut prtvoir que des dtpenses 
de la Commission auront parfois h etre effectutes avec lesdites devises, et 
ce jusqu’k concurrence d’un montant fix6 chaque annte par la Commission 
lors de la prtparation du budget annuel. 

(7) Lors de sa premiere rtunion, la Commission adopte le budget pour 
la ptriode restant k courir sur le premier exercice financier au cows duquel 
elk fonctionne, et transnlet aux Etats contractants copie de .ce budget avec 
notification de leur contribution respective ttablie conformtment . aux 
dispositions des paragraphes (3) ou (4) du prtsent article. 

(8) Au cours des. exercices financiers suivants, la Commission soumet 
h chaque Etat contractant des projets de budget annuel, ainsi qu’un plan 
de ripartition, six semaines au moins avant la rtunion annuelle de la 
Commission au cows de laquelle ledit budget doit etre examint. 

1’ 

ARTICLE 5 
(1) La’ Commission crie, pour chacune des regions composant la zone 

de la Convention, un Comitt rtgional dont les pouvoirs et les tiches sont 
ceux dtfinis h I’article 6 de la prtsente Convention. 

(2) La reprtsentation k tout Comitt rkgional ainsi ttabli est d6tennink 
par la Commission, etant en!endu cependant que tout Etat contractant ayant 
une c8te adjacente k la &on correspondante. ou exploitant les gcheries 
de ladite rtgion, a automatiquement le droit d‘&tre reprhentt au Comit6 
rkgional. Les .Eta& contractants exploitant ailleurs un stock qui est 
tgalement @chi dans cette rkgion auront la possibilitt d‘&tre reprksentts 
au Comitt regional. 

(3) Sous rtserve des dispositions de I’article 6 de.la prtsente Convention, 
la Commission fixe les attributions de chaque Comitt Regional ainsi que la 
procedure qu’il doit appliquer. 

(4) La Commission peut. h tout moment, modifier les limites et le nombre 
des rtgions dtfinies dans I’+nexe a la prtsente Convention, sous reserve 
que ce soit par decision unanune des dtlegations prtsentes et prenant part 
au vote. et qu’il n’y ait pas d’obiection faite dans les trois mois qui suivent 
par un Etat contractant non reprhentt ou n’ayant pas vote k la rtunion. 
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ARTICLE 6 

(1) La Commission a pour &he: 
(a) de se tenir informte de la situation des pkheries dans la zone de la 

Convention; 
(b)  d'itudier, B la lumikre des renseignements techniques disponibles, les 

mesures qui pourraient Etre prises pour la conservation des stocks de 
poissons et pour l'exploitation rationnelle des pecheries de cette zone; 

(c) d'examiner, B la requete de tout Etat contractant, les demandes qui 
lui seraient presentees par un Etat non partie B la prtsente Convention, 
en vue d'engager des negociations sur la conservation des stocks de 
poissons dans la zone de la Convention ou dans une partie de cette 
zone, et 

(d) de faire aux Etats contractants des recommandations fondees dans toute 
la,mesure du possible sur les rksultats de recherches et d'enquetes 
scientifiques et relatives & I'une quelconque des mesures exposies B 
l'Article 7 de la prtsente Convention. 

(2) Les Comites rigionaux ont pour tiche d'assurer, chacun en ce qui 
concerne sa rigion, des fonctions d'information et d'itudes analogues & 
celles dicrites au paragraphe (1) du prbsent article en ce qui concerne la 
Commission et la zone de la Convention. Chaque Comiti rtgional p u t  
prendre l'initiative de proposer des mesures inttressant sa rtgion et btudie 
toutes propositions de cette nature qui pourraient h i  etre soumises par la 
Commission. 

(3) Chaque ComitC regional peut prtparer des projets de recommandation 
destints B etre soumis B la Commission; la Commission peut les adopter avec 
telles modifications qu'elle estime souhaitable B titre de recommandations aux 
fins de l'Article I de la prtsente Convention. 

(41, Chaque Comiti rigional peut, ?i tout moment. crter des sous-comitts 
charges d'ktudier des problkmes particuliers, affectant certaines parties de la 
rtgion et de faire rapport au Comitt regional B ce sujet. 

ARTICLE 7 
(1) Les mesures relatives aux buts et objectifs de la prtsente Convention, 

que la Commission et les Comitts rigionaux peuvent ttudier, et au sujet 
desquels la Commission p u t  formuler des recommandations, aux Etats 
contractants sont : 

(a) toute mesure tendant B la rtglementation de la dimension, des mailles 

(b) toute mesure tendant B la rtglementation de la taille Cmite des 
bord des navires, . dtbarques, 

(c) toute mesure tendant B instituer des ptriodes &interdiction de pEche; 
(d) toute mesure tendant B instituer des zones interdites; 
(e) toute mesure tendant ?i la rtglementation des tquipements et, engins 

de *he autres que les rtglementations relatives ?i la dimension des 
mailles des filets; . (D toute mesure tendant ?i l'amtlioration et l'accroissement des,ressources 
de la mer, y compris. le cas tchtant, la reproduction artificielle, la 
transplantation des organismes et la transplantation des jeunes. 

(2) Des mesures destinees B dglementer la quantitt total des captures, ou 
le volume de I'effort de fiche au cours de n'importe quelle p t r iee , ,  a m i  
que toute autre mesure ayant pour objet la conservation des stocks de poissons 
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des filets de ptche; 

poissons qui peuvent Etre conservis 
exposts ou offerts B la vente; 



dans la zone de la Convention, peuvent itre ajouties aux mesures inumirtes 
au paragraphe (1) du p r k n t  article sur proposition adoptee par une majoriti 
des deux tiers au moins des deligations prisentes et prenant part au vote 
et ulttrieurement acceptte par tous les Etats contractants conformiment 
leurs procidures constitutionnelles respectives. 

(3) Les mesures privues aux paragraphes (1) et (2) du present article 
peuvent concerner toute esp&ce ou toutes les espkces de poissons de mer et de 
crustacis, a l'exception des mammifkres marins, toute mithode ou toutes 
les methodes de piche, une partie ou la totaliti de la zone de la Convention. 

ARTICLE 8 
(1) Sous reserve des dispositions du present article, les Etats contractants 

s'engagent appliquer toute recommandation faite par la Commission 
conformtment B I'Article 7 de la.prbente Convention et adoptie par une 
majoriti des deux tiers au moins des dtlegahons prisentes et prenant part 
au vote. 

(2) Tout Etat contractant peut, dans les quatre vingt dix jours suivant 
la date de notification d'une recommandation laquelle s'applique le 
paragraphe (1) du prisent article, y faire opposition, et dans ce cas, il ne sera 
pas tenu d'appliquer cette recommandation. 

(3) Dans le cas d'une opposition faite dans le delai de quatre vingt dix 
jours, tout autre Etat contractant peut, de la m&me maniire, faire opposition 
a tout moment, au cows d'une piriode suppltmentaire de soixante jours. ou 
dans un dtlai de Vente jours a compter de la reception de la notification 
d'une opposition faite par un autre Etat contractant dans la piriode suppli- 
mentaire de soixante jours. 

une recommandation sont faites par trois au 
moins des Etats contractants, tous les autres Etats contractants sont sur le 
champ dispensis de I'obligation d'appliquer cette recommandation; cependant, 
certains d'entre eux ou tous ces Etats peuvent convenir entre eux 
de l'appliquer. 

(5) Tout Etat contractant qui a fait opposition a une recommandation 
peut, h tout moment. retirer cette opposition et, sous riserve des dispositions 
du paragraphe (4) du present article. il applique alors cette recommandation 
dans les quatre vingt dix jours, ou la date fixte par la Commission 
conformtment h I'Article 9 de la prisente Convention selon celle de ces deux 
dates qui sera la plus iloignie. 

(6) La Commission notifie, dks riception, a tout Etat contractant toute 
opposition et tout retrait d'opposition. 

(4) Si des oppositions 

ARTICLE 9 
Toute recommandation h laquelle s'applique le paragraphe (1) de 

l'Article 8 de la prtsente Convention, lie, sous reserve des dispositions 
dudit article, les Etats contractants & partir de la date fixte par la Commission, 
cette date ne pouvant itre anttrieure h la date d'expiration du dilai 
d'opposition privue a l'Article 8. 

ARTICLE 10 
(1) A tout moment, apris l'expiration d'un delai de deux ans a compter 

de la date & laquelle il a &ti  tenu de mettre en application une recommandation 
a laquelle s'applique le paragraphe (1) de I'Article 8 de la prisente 
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Convention, tout Etat contractant peut notifier B la Commission qu'il cesse 
d'accepier cette recommandation; si cette notification n'est pas retiree, la 
recommandation cesse de lier cet Etat contractant B l'expiration d'un dtlai 
de douze mois B compter de la date de la notification. 

(2)  A tout moment ap rh  qu'une recommandation a cess6 de lier un Etat 
contractant en vertu du paragraphe (1) du prtsent article, ,cette recom- 
mandation cesse de'lier tout autre Etat contractant qui le dtsire et ce B la 
date de la notification B la Commission du retrait de l'acceptation de cette 
recommandation par cet autre Etat. 

(3) Des rtception d'une notification envoyee en application du present 
article la Commission en avise tous les Etats contractants. 

ARTICLE 11 
(1) Afin que les recommandations faites par la C o m h s i o n  en vue de 

la conservation des stocks de poissons dans la zone de la Convention soient 
fondtes autant que possible sur les r6sultats de recherches et d'enquttes 
scientifiques. la Commission sollicite, quand cela est possible, l'avis du 
Conseil International pour I'Exploration de la Mer et demande sa cooperation 
pour effectuer les enqu&tes nicessaires; elle peut B cette fin prendre telles 
dispositions communes qui pourront itre convenues avec le Conseil 
International pour l'Exploration de la Mer, ou faire tels autres arrangements 
qu'elle peut juger opportuns. 

(2) La Commission peut s'attacher B Ctablir et B maintenir des a!cords 
de cooptration avec tout autre organisme international ayant des objectifs 
connexes. 

ARTICLE 12 
(1) Les Etats contractants s'engagent B fournir B la demande de la 

Commission tout renseignement d'ofdre statistique et biologique disponible 
dont la Commission peut avoir besom aux fins de la prtsente Convention. 

(2) La Commission p u t  dans la mesure oh elle le juge approprit publier 
ou diffuser sous toute autre forme des rapports sur ses activitts et d'autres 
informations concernant les ptcheries dans tout ou partie de la zone de la 
Convention. 

ARTICLE 13 
(1) Sans prejudice des drojts souverains des Etats en ce qui concerne 

leurs eaux territoriales et int6rieures tout Etat contractant prendra dans ses 
territoires et B I'kgard de ses nationaux et de ses navires les mesures 
approprites pour assurer l'application des dispositions de la prtsente 
Convention et des recommandations de la Commission qui lient ledit Etat 
et pour frapper de sanctions les infractions auxdites dispositions et 
recommandations. 

(2)  Tout Etat contractant communiquera annuellement B la Commission 
un compte rendu des mesures qu'il a prises ?i ces Ens. 

(3) L a  Commission 'peut B la majorit6 des deux tiers faire des 
recommandations en vue de la mise en vigueur d'une part de mesures de 
contrale national dans les temt0ire.s des Etats contractants et d'autre part 
de mesures de contrale naponal et mternational en haute mer afin d'assurer 
l'application de la Conventlon et des mesures prises en vertu de la Convention. 
Ces recommandations seront soumises aux dispositions des Articles 8,. 9 et 10. 
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ARTICLE 14 

Les dispositions de la prtsente Convention ne s'appliquent pas aux opira- 
tions de p&che menies uniquement dans un but de recherche scientifique par des 
navires habditts i cet effet par un Etat contractant ni aux poissons pris au 
cows de telles opirations. Cependant dans u n  temtoire quelconque d'un 
Etat contractant lit par une recommandation B laquelle s'applique le 
paragraphe (I) de I'Article 8, le poisson capturt dans ces conditions ne 
doit Etre ni vendu, ni expost ou offert B la vente en infraction a ladite 
recommandation. 

ARTICLE 15 
(1) La prtsente Convention est ouverte a la signature jnsqu'au 31 Mars 

1959. Elle sera ratifite aussitbt que possible et les instruments de ratification 
Seront dtposis auprb du Gouvemement du Royaume-Uni. 

(2) La prisente Convention entrera en vigueur a la suite du dipbt des 
instruments de ratification par tous les Etats signataires. Cependant, dans 
le cas oh, apris l'expiration d'une annie ?t dater du 31 Mars 1959. tous les 
Etats signataires n'auraient pas ratifii la presente Convention, mais oh sept 
d'eutre eux au moins auraient dtpost leurs instruments de ratification, ces 
derniers Etats pourront convenir entre eux par un protocole sptcial de la 
date a laquelle la presente Convention entrera en vigueur: dans ce cas, la 
prtsente Convention entrera en vigueur, en ce qui concerne tout Etat qui 
la ratifiera par la suite, i la date du dtpbt de son instrument de 
ratification. 

(3) Tout Etat qui n'a pas signt la prtsente Convention peut y acctder B 
tout moment apr&s qu'elle soit entree en vigueur conformtment au para- 
graphe (2) du prtsent article. L'accession se fait par une notification icrite 
adresste au Gouvemement du Royaume-Uni et prend effet B la date de 
rtception de cette notification. Tout Etat qui acckde a la prisente Convention 
s'engage en m&me temps i mettre en application les recommandations qui, 
i la date' de son accession, lient tous ,les autres Etats contractants, ainsi 
que toutes autres recommandations qui, B cette meme date, lient un ou 
plusieurs des Etats contractants et que l'Etat qui acc&de n'a pas exprtsstment 
exclues dans sa notification d'accession. 

(4) Le Gonvemement du Royaume-Uni informera tous les Etats signataires 
et tous les Etats qui acckdent de toutes les ratifications dtpostes et de toutes 
les accessions reFues, et notifiera aux Etats signataires la date et les Etats 
h I'dgard desquels la Convention entre en vigueur. 

ARTICLE 16 
(1) Au regard de tout Etat partie ?i la prtsente Convention, les dispositions 

des Articles 5. 6. 7, 8 et 9 et les Annexes I, I1 et 111 de la Convention pour 
la riglementation du maillage des filets de @the et des tailles limites des 
poissons, signte i Londres le 5 Avril 1946, telle qu'amendie par les dicisions 
prises en application du paragraphe (10) de I'Article 12 de cette Convention, 
resteront en vigueur mais, aux fins, de la prtsente Convention, seront 
considiries comme une recommandation faite et mise en application sans 
objection aux termes de la prtsente Convention B dater de I'entree en vigueur 
de celle-ci a I'tgard de cet Etat, dans les limites de la zone dtfinie par la 
Convention'de 1946: itant entendu que, dans un dtlai de deux ans apris 
I'entrke en vigueur de la, prtsente Convention, tout Etat contractant peut, 
par priavis de douze mom donn6 par &tit au Gouvernement du Royaume- 
Uni. dtclarer qu'il n'est plus 1% par I'ensemble ou une partie de ladite 
recommandation. Si un Etat contractant a, conformtment aux dispositions dn 
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pesent article, signifit qu'il n'est plus lit par une partie de ladite 
recommandation, tout autre Etat contractant peut, avec effet de la m&me date, 
signifier qu'il n'est lui-m&me plus lit par la meme partie ou toute autre partie, 
ou I'ensemble de la recommandation. 

(2) Les dispositions de la Convention p u r  la rkglementation du maillage 
des filets de peche et des tailles limites des poissons signie B Londres le 
5 Avril 1946 cessera, sauf les dispositions contenues au paragraphe (1) du 
prisent article, de s'appliquer B tout Etat partie ?i la prtsente Convention 
B dater de l'entrie en vigueur de ladite Convention B l'tgard de cet Etat. 

ARTICLE 17 
A tout moment a p r b  l'expiration d'un dklai de deux ans it compter de la 

date B laquelle la prksente Convention sera entrte en vigueur B lkgard d'un 
Etat contractant, cet Etat pourra dknoncer la Convention par voie de 
notification kcrite adressie au Gouvernement du Royaume-Uni. 

Cette dinonciation prendra effet douze mois B partir de la date de sa 
rtception et sera notifite aux Etats contractants par le Gouvernement du 
Royaume-Uni. 

En foi de quoi les soussignts diiment autorisks B cet effet ont sign6 la 
prtsente Convention. 

Fait B Londres le vingt quatrikme jour du mois de Janvier mil neuf 
cent cinquante neuf en deux exemplaires l'un ,en langue franqaise, l'autre 
en langue anglaise. Les deux textes seront deposts dans les archives du 
Gouvernement du Royaume-Uni et seront considtrks comme faisant tgalement 
foi. 

Le Gouvernement du Royaume-Uni transmettra des copies certifites des 
deux textes de la prtsente Convention dans les deux langues h tous les Etats 
signataires et B tous les Etats ayant acctdt h la prisente Convention. 

Pour la Belgique : 

Pour le Danemark: 

Pour la France: 

Pour la Rkpublique FM6rale d'Allemagne: 

Pour l'Islande : 

Pour la Rtpublique d'Irlande : 

Pour Ies Pays-Bas : 

Pour la Norvkge : 

R. L. VAN MEERBEKE 

B. DrNESEN 

J. CHAUVEL 

HERWARTH 

H. G. ANDERSEN 

M. J. GALLAGHER 

A. BENTINCK 

KLAUS SUNNANA 
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Pour la Pologne : 
LUDWIK MILANOWSKI 

Pour le Portugal: 
DANIEL SILVA 

MARIO RUIVO 
COM. 

Pour I'Espagne : 
MANUEL ORBEA 

Pour la Suede: 
GUNNAR HAGGL6F 

Pour I'Union des Rtpubliques Socialistes Soviitiques : . .  
M. CYXOPYqEHKO 

Pour le Royaume-Uni de Grande-Bretagne et d'lrlande du Nord. 
R. G. R. WALL 
A. 1. AGLEN 
H. J. JOHNS 

ANNEXE 
Les rtgions privues h I'Article 1 de la prtsente Convention seront les 

Rtgion I-La partie de la zone de la Convention limitie au sud par une 
ligne partant d'un point situ6 par 59" de latitude nord 44" de 
longitude ouest se dirigeant plein est jusqu'a 42" de longitude ouest: 
puis plein sud jusqu'au 48" de latitude nord; puis plein est jusqu'au 
18" de longitude ouest: puis plein nord jusqu'au 60" de latitude nord: 
puis plein est jusqu'au 5" de longitude ouest: puis p!ein nord jusqu'au 
60" 30' de latitude nord: puis plein est jusqu'au 4' de longitude ouest, 
puis plein nord jusqu'au 62' de latitude nord: puis plein est jusqu'h 
la c8te de la Norvkge: puis au nord et &.Vest le long de la c8te de la 
Norvige et le long de la c8te de I'U.R.SS. jusqu'au 51' de 
longitude e5t. 

Rtgion 11-La partie de la zone de la Convention non couverte par la 
Rieion I et situie au nord du 48" de latitude nord. 

suivantes : 

Rtgion 111-La partie de la zone de la Convention sise entre le 36" et 
le 48" de latitude nord. 

2849 
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RATIFICATIONS 

Country 

United Kingdom ,.. ... 
Irish Republic . . . . . .  ... 
Relgium (Declarations*] ... 

Denmark ... ... ... 
France . . . . . .  . . .  ... 
Germany (Federal Republic of) 
Iceland . . . . . .  ... ... 
Netherlands'(Statementt) ... 
Norway . . . . . .  ... ... 
Poland . . . . . .  ... ... 
Portugal . . . . . .  ... ... 
Soviet Union . . . . . .  ... 
Spain ... ... ... ... 
Sweden . . . . . .  ... ... 

... 

... 

. . .  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . .  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Dare of Deposit 
._ .  August 27. 1959 
... October 2. 1962 
... September 15, 1961 
... -July~l4,~1960 
... March 20, 1962 
... June 27, 1963 
_. .  April 12, 1960 
... April 21, 1960 
... January 12, 1960 
... February 22,  1961 

... August 25, 1960 

... November I, 1960 

... March 31,  1960 

... December 13, 1962 

*'En depasant I'instrument de ratification le Gouverncment belge a declart qu'il 
'n'acceptera les mesures CnoncCes h I'article 7. par. I", sub (c) h ( f )  inclusivement, qu'h 

1% condition m ' l m  cvctPrne de contrble international soit introduit en mLme temm: .................... .,..... ................ 
I'acceptation d'une recommandation prtvue h I'article 13, alinta 3;  devrait donc 
prectderl'acccptation dune recommandation prCvue h I'article 7, par. IFF, sub (c) h (fl 
inclusivement. 
(Translation) In depositing their instrument of ratification .the Government of Belgium 
declared that-they could only accept themeasures mcntioned in Article 7, paragraph 1 (c) 
to ( f )  inclusive on the condition that a system of ,international control is introduced at 
the same time; the acceptance of a recommendation provided for in Article 13. 
paragraph 3, should therefore precede the acceptance of a recornmendation provided for 
in Article 7, paragraph 1 (c) to ( f )  inclusive. 

t In depositing their instrument of ratification the Government of the Netherlands 
stated that the measures mentioned in Article 7, paragraph I (c)  to (n Inclusive will only 
he acceptable to the Netherlands if an international control system is introduced at the 
same time, in such a manner that acceptance of a recommendation ex-Article 13. 
paragraph 3, should precede the acceptance of a recommendatton ex-Article 7. 
paragraph 1 (c)  to ( f )  inclusive. 
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