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EXCHANGE OF NOTES
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST
REPUBLICS FURTHER AMENDING THE AGREEMENT OF
14/15 AUGUST 1968 CONCERNING THE ABOLITION OF VISAS
FOR CREW MEMBERS OF BRITISH AIRWAYS AND AEROFLOT

No. 1

Her Majesty's Embassy at Moscow to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

Note No. 140

Her Britannic Majesty’s Embassy present their compliments to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and
have the honour to draw the Ministry’s attention to the following problem
concerning entry and exit formalities for British aircrew on servxces to and
from the Soviet Umon

In an Exchange of Notes between the British Embassy and the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, which took
place between the 7th of July and the 10th of August 1970.(') supplementary
to the -Agreement conceming the abolition of visas for crew members of
BEA and Acroflot aircraft of the 14/15th August 1968.(%) and which was
amended by Exchange of Notes of 29 January and 21 March 1974,(%) it was
agreed that the number of crew members of the British airline who made
use of the right of flights without visas across the territory of the Soviet
Union should be raised to 1200 and that on the basis of reciprocity, the
same number of Aeroflot flight crew members should ke exempted from
the need for visas in respect of flights from Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev to,
or in transit flights through, London and from and to (or in transit flights
through) any other cities which might be agreed in accordance with the
Supplementary Protocol of the 13th of April 1970.(9

With effect from the 1st of April 1979, British Airways plan to introduce
a new crew allocation scheme under which flight crews will be able to
exercise a measure of choice as to the particular routes on which they wish
to work. In order, however, to allow the necessary flexibility for this
scheme to be ‘workable, it will be necessary for there to be a small increase
in the currently agreed number of crew members who enjoy the right of
flights without visas across the territory of the Soviet Union. Her Britannic
Majesty’s Embassy accordingly have the honour to propose that the present
limit of 1200 persons should be increased to 1500 persons.

(1) Treaty Series No. 100 (1970), Cmnd. 4514.
(%) Treaty Series No. 102 (1968), Cmnd. 3827.
() Treaty Series No. 76 (1975), Cmnd. 6057.
(*} Treaty Series No. 42 (1970), Cmnd. 4388,
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If the Soviet side agree to this proposal, it is confirmed that on the
basis of reciprocity, the Government of the United Kingdom will similarly
abolish the need for visas in respect of 1500 members of Aeroflot aircrews.
Moreover, subject to the foregoing, the Embassy have the honour further
to propose that this Note and the Ministry’s reply shall constitute an
agreement between the two governments further amending the agreement
of the 14th/15th August 1968.

Her Britannic Majesty’s Embassy avail themselves of this opportunity
to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs the assurances of their highest
consideration. '

British Embassy
30 March 1979

No. 2

The Ministry of Foreign Aflairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics to Her Majesty’s Embassy at Moscow

Ne 26/2E

MuHHcTepeTBO HuocTpannbix jen Corosa Coperckux ColMaTHCTHYECKHX
PecyOnuk cBUIeTeNsCTBYeT cBoe yBaxenue [MoconweTsy BenukoOputanrnu n,
ccpiiagck Ha Hoty IMoconscrea No 140 ot 30 mapra 1979 roma, uMeer €ecTe
COODIINTL CNeaylolliee.

COBETCKHE  KOMRETEHTHBIE OPTaHA3alHH  PACCMOTPENIH  NOXKENAHHA
auranitckoii CTOPOHEI, M3aNOKeHHBIe B yka3anHoi HoTe IloconmbeTBa. Coser-
CKas CTOPOHA COTJacHa, HaumHas ¢ 1 anpens 1979 rona, yBeJMMUTL Ha OCHOBE
B3AMMHOCTH CYILECTBYFOIUMI HbIHe JIHMHRT ‘WICHOB 3KHHaxeil caMoneros
OpHTaHCKOt aBHakomnaHuH BpuTHI OHpy3is, NONB3YIOIMHXCA TIPABOM
Ge3BH30BBIX TIOAETOB Hapm TeppuTopheit Coserckoro Coroza, ¢ 1200 mo 1500
yenoBeK,

CopeTckas CTOPOHA COrJlaCHa TAaKXKe C TeM, 4TOObI ymOMsHyTag HOTa
TToconecTBa U HACTOMILIMI OTBET Ha Hee MHHHCTEpCTBa CHHTANIHCh JIOION-
Henwem k Cornamennio Mexgy CCCP u BenuxofGpHTanneidi o Ge3BH30BBIX
noneTaXx WIEHOB 3Kunmaxedl camoneroB Aspodnora u Bputnin Diipysiis ot
14-15 aerycra 1968 rona.

MHuHCTepCTBO HHocTpanusiX el CCCP nonb3yeTcs HACTORILMM CIy4aeMm,
y1o0sl Bo300HOBUTE [ToconecTBy BenukoOpHTaHHH YBEDEHHS B CBOEM CAMOM
BLICOKOM YBaXEHHH.

Mocksa, «30» mapra 1979 rona
NOCONLCTBO BEXTMKOBPUTAHHHU
r. Mocksa



" [Translation of No. 2]
No. 26 /2E o

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Sccialist Republics
presents its compliments to the Embassy of Great Britain and with reference
to the Embassy’s Note No. 140 of 30 March, 1979 has the honour to state
the following. ,

The Soviet competent organisations have examined the wishes of the
Brmsh side, set out in the aforementioned Embassy note. The Soviet side
agrées, with effect from 1 April 1979, to increase on the basis of reciprocity
the limit at present existing on the crew members of aircraft of the British
airline British Airways enjoying the right of visa free flights over the tcrritory
of the Soviet Union from 1200 to 1500.

The Soviet side also agrees that the Embassy Note referred to and this
reply of the MFA shall be considered as'a supplement to the Agreement
between the USSR and Great Britain on the visa free flights for crew
members of Aeroflot and British Airways of 14-15 August 1968.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the USSR avails itsel of the present
opportunity to renew to the Embassy of Great Britain the assurance of its
highest’ conmderatlon

Mascow
30 March 1979
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