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EXCHANGE OF NOTES
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
AMENDING THE AGREEMENT RELATING TO CIVIL AIR TRANSPORT,

DONE AT LONDON ON 1 NOVEMBER 1979

No. I

The British Charge d'Affaires a. i. at Peking to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
People's Republic of China

British Embassy
Peking
10 March 1990

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the Agreement relating to Civil Air Transport between
the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the
Government of the People's Republic of China, signed at London on 1 November 1979
(hereinafter referred to as the "Agreement" )I.

In accordance with the recent discussions which have taken place between the
aeronautical authorities of our two countries concerning the text of a new aviation security
article, I have the further honour to propose that, under Article 17(2) of the Agreement,
the existing Article 15 should be replaced by the new Article which is attached as an Annex
to this Note.

If this proposal is acceptable to the Government of the People's Republic of China I
have the honour to propose that this Note, together with its Annex and your reply to that
effect, shall constitute an Agreement between our two Governments in this matter which
shall enter into force on the date of your reply.

I avail myself of this opportunity to express to the Government of the People's
Republic of China the assurance of my highest consideration.

D. COATES

' Treaty Series No. 14 (1980). Cmnd. 7798.
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ANNEX

Revised Aviation Security Article for Agreement Relating to Civil Transport
Signed at London on 1 November, 1979

1. The Contracting Parties reaffirm that their obligations to each other to protect the
security of civil aviation against acts of unlawful interference form an integral part of this
Agreement.

2. The Contracting Parties shall provide upon request all necessary assistance to each
other to prevent acts of unlawful seizure of civil aircraft and other unlawful acts against the
safety of such aircraft, their passengers and crew, airports and air navigation facilities, and
any other threat to the security of civil aviation.

3. Each Contracting Party shall ensure that adequate measures are effectively applied
within its territory to protect civil aircraft, and to inspect passengers, crew, carry-on-items,
baggage, cargo and aircraft stores prior to boarding or loading. Each Contracting Party
shall also give sympathetic consideration to any request from the other Contracting Party
for reasonable special security measures to meet a particular threat. -

4. When an incident or threat of an incident of unlawful seizure of civil aircraft or other
unlawful acts against the safety of such aircraft, their passengers and crew, airports or air
navigation facilities occurs, the Contracting Parties shall assist each other by facilitating
communications and other appropriate measures intended to terminate as rapidly and
safely as possible such incident or threat thereof.
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No. 2

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People 's Republic of China to
Her Majesty's Ambassador at Beijing

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Beijing
30 April 1990
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