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AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT 

BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND 
AND 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND RELATING TO 
THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF A BRITISH 

BROADCASTING CORPORATION RELAY STATION IN THAILAND 

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
(“the Government of the United Kingdom”) and the Government of the Kingdom of 
Thailand (“the RTG); hereinafter referred to as “the Contracting Parties”; 

Have agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

The Government of the United Kingdom shall construct and install in Thailand a 
radio transmitting and receiving facility consisting of up to four shortwave transmitters 
each of 250 kilowatts in power, antennas, receivers, recording and playback equipment, 
buildings, housing and other ancillary installations and equipment including a satellite 
receiving earth terminal, and, if deemed necessary by the Government of the United 
Kingdom, a prime power electrical generating plant. These facilities including all of their 
elements shall hereinafter be referred to as “the radio relay station”. The Government 
of the United Kingdom shall have the right to operate the radio relay station throughout 
the duration of this Agreement. 

ARTICLE I1 

The RTG shall make available to the Government of the United Kingdom the piece 
of land specified in Annex 1 to this Agreement (“the land”). The land shall be leased 
to the British Broadcasting Corporation (“the BBC”) for the establishment and operation 
of the radio relay station, at the rate of one (I)  baht per year. The RTG shall ensure 
that the Government of the United Kingdom, the BBC and their respective employees, 
agents and contractors shall have free and unhindered access to the land in order to 
construct, operate and maintain the radio relay station. 

ARTICLE 111 

(1) The RTG shall be responsible for the cost of the land, the acquisition of, and 
any costs relating to, rights of way required for access to the land, and the cost of 
acquiring any appropriate governmental or other clearances. 

(2) The Government of the United Kingdom shall be responsible for any other 
necessary costs incurred in connection with the provision of the land including any 
costs of resettling occupants of the land, and costs of constructing any access roads. 

(3) The costs mentioned in this Article are specified in Annex 2 to this Agreement. 

ARTICLE IV 

The Government of the United Kingdom shall construct, operate and maintain the 
radio relay station by utilizing qualified Thai nationals and Thai companies to the greatest 
extent possible. In this connection, the Government of the United Kingdom shall conduct 
on site a programme to train Thai nationals in the operation and maintenance of the 
radio relay station. During the initial construction period, no more than 4 (four) expatriate 
engineers shall be stationed at the radio station, but others may be called in with the 
agreement of the RTG. Thereafter no more than 2 (two) British nationals shall be 
stationed at the radio relay station, one of whom shall be the station manager. The RTG 
shall render all necessary assistance, to the extent permissible under the laws, rules and 
regulations of Thailand, to facilitate the issue of any permit to work at the radio relay 
station. 



ARTICLE V 

With respect to the supply of electric power to the radio relay station, the Government 
of the United Kingdom shall have the option, exercisable at any time during the duration 
of this Agreement, either to operate generators installed by them or to obtain electricity 
from the Thai grid. Rates to be charged to the Government of the United Kingdom for 
the use Of electricity from the Thai grid shall be the normal rates charged to large general 
service users in Thailand. Any prime power electrical generating plant together with any 
power substation which the Government of the United Kingdom deems necessary shall 
be built at their own expense. Any necessary connecting transmission lines from the Thai 
grid to the radio relay station shall he provided at the expense of the Government of 
the United Kingdom. 

ARTICLE VI 

In Consideration of the obligations on the part of the RTG hereunder, and in 
recognition of the legal requirements of the RTG, the Government of the United 
Kingdom shall transfer ownership of the radio relay station to the RTG at the time 
the radio relay station becomes operational and upon payment of one (1) baht to the 
Government of the United Kingdom by the RTG. This Article shall not prejudice 
the right of the Government of the United Kingdom to operate the radio relay station 
as provided for in Article I. 

ARTICLE VI1 

(1) The Government of the United Kingdom shall provide training for RTG 
broadcasting personnel, including training in the field of radio and television 
programming and engineering, and to assist Radio Thailand and the Thai Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in improving the quality of their broadcasting programmes in the 
English language, and in broadcasting them to the European and American public 
through the BBC shortwave ,radio network in accordance with Annex 3 to this 
Agreement. The Government of the United Kingdom and the RTG shall consult 
each other on specific training programmes with a view to meeting the needs of 
RTG broadcasting personnel. To this end the Government of the United Kingdom 
shall inform the relevant agencies of the RTG of the latest developments in broadcasting 
technology. 

(2) The Government of the United Kingdom shall finance the equipment and projects 
specified in Annex 4 to this Agreement. 

(3) The implementation of this Article and determination of any financial charges 
to be borne by either Contracting Party shall be subject to specific arrangements to 
be concluded between the appropriate agents of the RTG and the Government of 
the United Kingdom. 

(4) In the event of termination of this Agreement by either Party in accordance 
with Article XVI(3), the obligation of the Government of the United Kingdom to 
provide any of the training, assistance, finance or other benefits mentioned in this 
Article and in Annexes 3 and 4 to this Agreement shall immediately cease. 

ARTICLE VI11 
The Government of the United Kingdom shall use the radio relay station only for 

relay transmission purposes and not for on-site programme origination apart from 
stand-by music tapes and announcement of technical failure. No programme relayed by 
the radio relay station shall be in the Thai language. 

ARTICLE IX 

The RTG and the Government of the United Kingdom shall co-operate closely 
concerning the use of frequencies. At the request of the Government of the United 
Kingdom, the RTG shall take all necessary steps within the framework of the radio 
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regulations of the International Telecommunication Union and the Final Acts of the 
pertinent Administrative Radio Conferences to make available to the Government of 
the United Kingdom the radio frequencies required by the radio relay station. 

ARTICLE X 

The Government of the United Kingdom shall ensure that broadcasts from the radio 
relay station cause no interference with any scheduled domestic or external Thai broadcasts 
Representatives of the Contracting Parties shall confer on means to achieve this purpose. 
Arrangements to implement the provisions of this Article may be concluded between 
the appropriate agents of the RTG and the Government of the United Kingdom. 

ARTICLE XI 

The RTG shall use its best endeavours to prevent interference with the operations 
of the radio relay station. Without prejudice to the generality of this Article, the 
Contracting Parties shall consult fully over any prospective developments on land adjacent 
to the radio relay station. 

ARTICLE XI1 

The RTG shall use its best endeavours to assist the Government of the United 
Kingdom in establishing programme-feeds to the radio relay station. In order to accomplish 
this objective, the Government of the United Kingdom shall co-ordinate the setting up 
of a satellite receiving earth station (“the earth station”) with the appropriate Thai 
authorities and thereafter shall install and operate the earth station in accordance with 
Thai laws and regulations relating to the use of earth stations. 

ARTICLE XI11 

(1) The Government of the United Kingdom shall use the radio relay station strictly 
for the broadcast of world news, current affairs, cultural and artistic programmes. 
The Government of the United Kingdom shall provide to the RTG the BBC‘s schedule 
of programmes one month in advance. The RTG shall have the right to make 
representations to the Government of the United Kingdom concerning any programme 
which it considers detrimental to the Thai national interest, an may refer such matter 
to the Joint Commission established under Article XIV of this Agreement. 

(2) The Government of the United Kingdom shall retain for thirty days the 
programmes of the BBC World Service transmitted by the radio relay station and 
shall, upon request of the RTG, make available to the RTG materials of specifically 
designated programmes. 

ARTICLE XIV 

In order to ensure the proper execution and implementation of the provisions of 
this Agreement, particularly those stipulated in Article XIII, the Contracting Parties 
shall establish hereunder a Joint Commission, which shall be composed of representatives 
of the Contracting Parties and their Agents. The Joint Commission shall be competent 
to discuss all questions which may arise hereunder, both before and after the time that 
the radio relay station becomes operational. The Joint Commission shall meet at the 
request of either Contracting Party. The programme of work of the Joint Commission, 
as well as its specific tasks, shall be subject to a detailed arrangement to be concluded 
between the RTG and the Government of the United Kingdom. 

ARTICLE XV 
The RTG shall designate, as appropriate, the Public Relations Department of the 

Office of the Prime Minister as their Agent for the performance of the obligations of 
the RTG under this Agreement. The Government of the United Kingdom shall designate, 
as appropriate, the BBC as their Agent for the performance of the obligations of the 
Government of the United Kingdom under this Agreement. 
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ARTICLE XVI 

(1) This Agreement shall enter into force on the date of signature and shall remain 
in force for a period of 20 years following the date that the radio relay station 
becomes operational. The Government of the United Kingdom shall promptly advise 
the RTG of the date of the first operational broadcast. 

(2) In anticipation of the expiration of this Agreement, representatives of both 
Contracting Parties shall meet before the end of the 20th year, at the request of 
either Contracting Party to negotiate the terms and conditions of the extension of 
this Agreement. In the absence of agreement, the Agreement shall terminate at the 
end of the period specified in para (1) of this Article. 

(3) In the event of a breach or alleged breach of Articles XI or XI11 and in the 
absence of a solution acceptable to both of the Contracting Parties, either Contracting 
Party may terminate this Agreement by giving six months notice in writing to the 
other Contracting Party. 

(4) In the event of termination, the Government of the United Kingdom shall have 
the right to purchase the radio relay station, excluding any items referred to in 
Article VII, from the RTG for one (I)  baht and remove same from Thailand, unless 
otherwise agreed by the Contracting Parties. 

In witness whereof the undersigned, duly authorized by their respective governments, 
have signed this Agreement. 

Done at Bangkok on this 15th day of July, B.E. 2534 corresponding to the 1994 
year of the Christian Era, in duplicate, in the English and Thai languages, both texts 
being equally authoritative. 

For the Government of the United For the Government of the Kingdom of 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Thailand: 
Northern Ireland: 

RICHARD FELL PRASONG SOONSIRI 
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ANNEX 1 

Land Made Available to the Government of the United Kingdom 

Referred to in Article I1 of this Agreement. 
Description of the land to be used as the site of the Relay station: 
This land consists of an area of 300 rai, with the co-ordinates listed below. It is 

located near Ban Kaeng, Amphoe Muang, Nakhorn Sawan province, as shown on the 
location map and site plan below: 

LOCXTION MAP 
. .  

213981 B.2 
. .  

I 
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SITE PLAN 
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SITE BOUNDARY CO-ORDINATE DATA-AREA 300 RA1 

Station Northings Eastings 

Ba 

Bb 

Bc 

Bd 

Be 

Bf 

Bg 

Bh 

Bi 

Bj 

Bj 1 

Bj2 

Bj3 

Bj4 

Bj5 

Bj6 

Bk 

BI 

Bm 

Bn 

1,747,707.917 

1,747,848.949 

1,747,948.530 . 

1,748,284.175 

1,748,459.557 . 
1,748,067.172 

1,747,813.365 

1,747,739.005 

1,747,908.508 

1,747,949.208 

1,747,939.969 

1,747,929.584 

1,747,906.687 

1,747,894.512 

1,747,901.1 12 

1,747,923.730 

1,747,931,455 

1,747,952.674 

1,747,969,877 

1,747,991.284 

614,999.145 

61 5,117.486 

.615,160.065 

614,481,721 

614,020.504 

613,852.785 

613,883.517 

614,032.472 

614,094.166 

614,288.326 

614,291.657 

614,320.191 

614,330.014 

614,364.999 

614,404.705 

614,429.725 

6 14,422.742 

614,446.216 

614,446.627 

614,470.309 

Note: Grid Co-ordinates based on Thailand National Grid. 

ANNEX 2 

costs 

Referred to in Article I11 of this Agreement. 

Article 111 Clause (1): €5,000 (compensation and survey) 

Article 111 Clause (2): €12,600 (compensation for loss of crops, 
provision of wells). Construction of 
local reservoir by the use of local soil 
for site landfill. 
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ANNEX 3 

Training Programmes and Transmission Facilities 

Referred to in Article VII(I) of this Agreement 

Ern 

Training 5 fellowships a year for 20 years* 0.30 

Training 2 BBC personnel one month for 20 years** 0.12 

Total 0.42 
*f3,000 per fellowship 
**f3,000 per month 
***The estimated cost of the training programme is subjccted to the inflation rate. In this case, the Government 
of the United Kingdom shall adjust the training fund in accordance with the changing inflation throughout a 
period of 20 years of thc Agreement. 

ANNEX 4 

Equipment and Projects 

Referred to in Article VII(2) of this Agreement 

Em 

National Institute for Broadcast Build, equip, plus design and 4.25 
Training consultancy fees: 

Improvement of MFA Information Fully carry out 
System 

0.33 

Total 4.58 

This i4.58m (payable in Thai bahts at an agreed rate of 45 bahts to the E) has been 
paid as follows: 

Paid in March 1993 

Paid on signature of Agreement 

Total 206,100,000 bahts 

125,000,000 bahts 

81,100,000 bahts 

IO 


























